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Hae 
‘or York, 


AS you requested some momths ago an account of the progress 
made with our flyer, we take pleasure in sending you the following 
particulars, now that the season is over, 

Our field of experiment in 1905 was situated eight miles east 
of Dayton, on what is known as the Huffman Prairie. A number of 
changes in the machine since 1904 made it necessary to almost relearn 
the art of management, so that for some time the flights were not equal 
to our best of last year; and it was not until the 6th of September 
that we succeeded in excelling our foriier record. Progress from that 
day on was rapid, and on the 26th of Septaiiber we made a flignt of 
17,961 meters in 18 minutes and 9 seconds; September 29, 19,570 meters 
in 19 minutes and 55 seconds; September 30th, a flight of 17 minutes 
and 15 seconds; October 3rd, 24,535 lmeters in 265 inlnutes and 5 seconds; 
October 4th, 33,456 meters in 33 minutes and 17 seconds; and October 
5th, 38,956 meters in 38 minutes and 3 seconds, 

The flights of Septeiber 26th, Sek, 29th and October 5th 
were terminated through the exhaustion of the fuel supply; those of 
September 30th, October 3rd and &th through the heating of transis sion 
bearings which had no oil cups. 

| On October 8rd we increased the size of the gasolone reser- 
voir so as to carry fuel enough for an hour's run of the engine, and on 
the Sth completed fitting oil eups to the transmission bearings, On 
this day, after giving the engine a test run of about 20 minutes, the 
mechine was cut into flight. Unfortunately, we neglected to refill the 
gasolene reservoir and the flight was stopped at the end of 38 minutes 
for lack of fuel. But besides the .gasolene carried were several iron 
bers, which represented in weight fuel enough for a flight of more than 
an hour and a half additional. 

The machine was now in exccllent condition, and we intended 
to put the record above the hour, but at this point ore were compelled to 
suddenly diecontinue the experiments on account of the attention they 
were beginning to attract, in spite of our efforts to maintain secrecy, 
It was not our desire that the construction of the machine should 
pecome public, 

These flights were witnessed by several hundred persons 
altogether, among whom were the farmers working on the surrounding 
farms, and many well known citizens of Kopala stall 

We were sorry that your business engagements prevented you 
from making us-a second visit last Sumer. as you had intended, but we 
hope that we may have the pleasure of seeing you again the next time 
you come into our part of the country. 

Respectfully yours, 
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